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Winnicentrics 
The Newsletter of the Winnipeg Centre of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada  

Upcoming Events - May 
 
Next meeting 
May 12 
 
Members’ Observing Night 
May 13 (weather permitting) 
 
New Moon 
May 25 
 
Upcoming Events - June 
 
June Meeting 
June 9 
 
Members’ Observing Night 
June 10 (weather permitting) 
 
New Moon 
June 23 
 
RASC General Assembly 
June 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        FebFebFeMarchAaMayMay / June 2017 

 
 

 
7:00 pm: Beginner’s Session:   
7:30 pm: Regular session: 

   Announcements 
   What’s Up? – upcoming events in the sky 
   What’s New? – new discoveries in astronomy 
 

8:30 pm: Break for coffee and refreshments  
                  (donations gratefully accepted) 
 
9:00 pm: Feature Presentation:  
 
 Winnipeg RASC members Jay and Judy Anderson will be  
 presenting on how to photograph the upcoming total solar eclipse.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regular meetings of the Winnipeg Centre are held in the Robert B. Schultz lecture thea-
tre in St. John’s College at the University of Manitoba. The theatre is on the lower 
(basement) floor of the College. Meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each 
month from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. After the meetings, members who wish to do so usually 
retire for pizza and more conversation about astronomical subjects. The June meeting is 
not held at St. John’s College but is instead a barbeque at either a member’s house or at 
Glenlea. 
 
Meeting dates and meeting places may be adjusted during exam times and during 
Bomber home games or stadium events. 

May Meeting Schedule 
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Executive Council 
 
Winnipeg Centre Officers 

& Volunteers 
 
President:   
Brenden Petracek 
 
Vice-President:   
Bryan Stach 
 
Secretary:  
Cliff Levi 
 
Treasurer:  
Stan Runge 
 
Past President:  
Jay Anderson 
 
Councillors: 
Kevin Galka 
Ralph Croning 
Meghan Ostrum 
Mick Rice 
Paul Paradis 
 
National Representative: 
Rolando Martin 
Dennis Lyons 
 
SWSP Organizer: 
Silvia Graca 
 
Webmaster: 
Julius Lopez-Garcia 
 
Winnicentrics Editor: 
Mike Karakas 
mkarakas@mts.net 
 
Winnicentrics is published 
10 times each year by the 
Winnipeg Centre, RASC. 
Winnicentrics is produced 
by and for the members of 
the Winnipeg Centre. Any 
opinions expressed are 
those of the author. If you 
have comments, questions, 
o r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t 
Winnicentrics, you can con-
tact any of the councillors 
above, or write to: 
 

RASC, Winnipeg Centre, 
Box 2694,  

Winnipeg, MB, R3C 4B3. 

Welcome to the May / June Issue of Winnicentrics 
 
In this issue: 
 
Report on Astronomy Day public outreach activities. 
 
Abdul Al Manni continues his column “This Month in History”. 
 
Member profile this month:  your past President, Jay Anderson. 
 
Gail Wise explores the constellation of Ophiuchus in the tale of The Doctor and the 
Bull. 
 
Classical Glass column features the Meade 826 Equatorial Newtonian. 
 
Kevin Galka goes “short and sweet” in his Digital Journey’s column. 
 
Bryan Stach tells us about the University of Manitoba’s Open House. 
 
 
 

WHO, WHERE, WHEN? 
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Astronomy Day! - April 29th 
 

Winnipeg RASC volunteers spent the day at 
Chapters Bookstore in Polo Park to promote 
amateur astronomy under clear, blue skies. 

A special thanks to Scott Young for helping pro-
mote our event over the air waves! 

More than 200 people of all ages were treated 
to views of the Sun through both H-Alpha and 
white light filtered telescopes.    

Everyone appreciated the opportunity to better 
understand our Sun, how large it really is and 
what happens on its dynamic surface. 
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This Month in History 
Abdul Al Manni 

 
90 Years Ago - 1927 
May 20-21: Charles A. Lindbergh made the first solo nonstop flight across the Atlantic Ocean. Lucky Lindy's single-
seat, single engine Ryan monoplane named the Spirit of St. Louis began the flight from Roosevelt Field, NY and landed 
at Le Bourget Air Field, outside of Paris, France. This singular event was a major factor in awakening the nation 
to the full potential of aviation. 
 
80 Years Ago - 1937 
May: Peenemünde opened under the Command of Captain Dr. Walter Dornberger. 
 
70 Years Ago - 1947 
May 29: In what may be the sole example of the US firing a missile at Mexico in peacetime happened when a modi-
fied V-2 launched by the United States from the White Sands Proving Grounds. NM. flew in the wrong direction! It 
landed 1-1/2 miles south of Juarez, Mexico! 
 
65 Years Ago - 1952 
May 16: The International Geophysical Year (IGY) was created. 
May 22: Two monkeys and two mice were carried 36 miles aloft by an Aerobee sounding rocket. The live cargo was 
recovered unharmed. White Sands Proving Grounds, NM. 
 
60 Years Ago - 1957 
May 31: Army`s Jupiter IRBM was successfully fired 1,500 miles downrange, Cape Canaveral, Fla. 
 
55 Years Ago - 1962 
May 24: Mercury Atlas 7/Aurora 7 (MA-7) M. Scott Carpenter astronaut pilot was launched at 8:45 a.m., EDT, for 
three orbits of the Earth, Cape Canaveral, Fla. 
 
50 Years Ago - 1967 
May 4: Lunar Orbiter 4 was launched by Atlas Agena, 6:25 p.m., EDT, Cape Canaveral, Fla. 
May 5: Ariel 3 launched by Scout, 12:00 p.m., Vandenberg AFB. 
May 24: Explorer 34 (IMP-F) launched by Thor Delta, 10:06 a.m. EDT, Vandenberg AFB. 
May 29: ESRO II-A launched by Scout, failed to orbit, 10:06 p.m., EDT, Vandenberg AFB. 
 
45 Years Ago - 1972 
May 24: U.S. President Richard M. Nixon and USSR Premier Aleksey N. Kosygin signed an agreement for cooperation 
in the exploration of outer space for peaceful purposes and included the docking in space of US/USSR spacecraft in 
1975. Moscow, USSR. 
May 25: The first flight of the F-8 (Modified F-8C Crusader aircraft) "digital-fly-by-wire," piloted by Gary E. Krier, Dry-
den Flight Research Center (DFRF), CA. 
 
40 Years Ago – 1977 
May 26: Launch of Intelsat 4A-F4 at 5:47:00 EDT by Atlas Centaur from Cape Canaveral.  
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This Month in History (continued) 
Abdul Al Manni 

 
35 Years Ago - 1982 
May 11: First supersonic flight of the HIMAT aircraft, Dryden Flight Research Center (DFRF), CA. 
May 13: USSR launches Soyuz T-5 at 09:58:00 UTC aboard Soyuz rocket, a Modified SS-6 (Sapwood) or Molniya, from 
Baikonur. Cosmonauts: Anatoli N. Berezovoy and Valentin V. Lebedev. Ferry flight to Salyut-7 space station. 
 
30 Years Ago – 1987 
May 15: First flight of the Energia rocket carrying the Polyus satellite from Baikonur. Failed to reach orbit. Energya 
rocket would launch the USSR’s space shuttle, Buran. 
 
25 Years Ago - 1992 
May 7: STS-49 (Space Shuttle Endeavour) launched, 7:40 p.m., EDT, KSC. Crew: Daniel C. Brandenstein, Kevin P. Chil-
ton, Richard J. Hieb, Bruce E. Melnick, Pierre J. Thuot, Kathryn C. Thornton, and Thomas D. Akers. Rendezvoused, re-
paired, and reboosted Intelsat VI communications satellite. Among the firsts on this mission were: First EVA involving 
three astronauts and first use of a drag chute during a shuttle landing. Landed May 16, 4:57 p.m., EDT, Edwards Air 
Force Base (EAFB), CA. Mission Duration 8 days, 21 hours, and 17 minutes. 
 
20 Years Ago - 1997 
May 15: STS-84 (Space Shuttle Atlantis) launched 4:07 a.m. EST, KSC. Crew: Charles J. Precourt, Eileen M. Collins, C. 
Michael Foale, Carlos I. Noriega, Edward T. Lu, JeanFrancois Clervoy (France), and Elena V. Kondakova (Russia). 6th 
Shuttle/Mir docking mission. Landed May 24, 9:27 a.m., EDT at KSC. Mission Duration: 9 days, 5 hours, and 20 min-
utes. 
 
15 Years Ago - 2002 
May 4: Aqua (previously named EOS PM-1) launched by a Delta 2 rocket from Vandenberg AFB at 05:54 a.m. EDT to 
study the global water cycle in the oceans, ice caps, land masses and the atmosphere. 
 
10 Years Ago - 2007 
May: NASA and 13 space agencies from around the world released the framework for a global exploration strategy. 
The document, titled "The Global Exploration Strategy: The Framework for Coordination," reflects a shared vision of 
space exploration focused on solar system destinations where humans may someday live and work. 
 
5 Years Ago - 2012 
May 15: Soyuz-TMA 04M launched from Baikonur cosmodrome by a Soyuz-FG launch vehicle at 3:01 UTC. It carried 
Russian cosmonauts Gennady Padalka (commander of the crew) and Sergei Revin (flight engineer) along with NASA 
astronaut Joe Acaba (flight engineer) to the International Space Station (ISS). Docking occurred on May 17. May 22: 
Dragon C2/C3 launched from Cape Canaveral at 7:44 EDT by a Falcon 9 rocket. The spacecraft was the first fully func-
tional Dragon spacecraft on the Commercial Orbital Transportation Services (COTS) C2+ Demonstration Mission for 
NASA. It successfully docked with the ISS and was recovered.  
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Member Profile - Jay Anderson 
 

Every month, we ask one of our Council members a few questions to help us get to know them better.  This month 
we feature our past President, Jay Anderson. 

Q: When did you first become interested in astronomy?  Was it triggered by any particular person or event? 

 A:  I had a small interest in astronomy from about the age of 11, mostly due to a visit to the Dominion Observa-
tory in Ottawa (where we lived) but it wasn’t until I met a friend who owned a small telescope when I was about 
13 that I got hooked. We had a look at Jupiter that evening, and the next day I began the process of getting one 
for myself.  That took about a year, after which I owned a 3” Tasco with a carboard tube. That later became a 4 ½ 
inch telescope that I took with me when I went up north to work after high school.  I gave it to a school after 
that.    

Q: Who has been (or is) your most influential person in astronomy? 

 A: In my early years, I was unaware of the RASC or anyone else interested in astronomy; it wasn’t until about 
1967 that I met up with members of the Regina Centre. Then I went to UBC to study astronomy. One of my pro-
fessors, Gord Walker, was a bit of a mentor in those days and I still manage to speak with him occasionally. But, in 
University, I was also inspired by Alan Sandage and the quest for the value of the Hubble constant.    

Q: What was your most memorable observing experience? 

 A: Comet Hyakutake? The 1979 eclipse? Watching Mars occult a star in daylight. Transit of Venus? All of the 
 above?  

Q: What do you find most interesting with this hobby and what continues to motivate your interest moving forward? 

 A: Meeting neat girls and the party atmosphere. That, and exploring the universe to see things others don't.  

Q: Do you have any observing or imaging goals?   Any projects underway? 

 A: Finish setting up my observatory and doing some variable star work.  

Q: If you had any words of wisdom to share with those new to this hobby, what would they be? 

 A:  Marry somebody rich.  Join the RASC.  Find others interested.  Get a small telescope.  Participate.  Do it before 
you have kids.  

 

 

 



7 

Winnicentrics—the newsletter of the Winnipeg Centre of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada 

gail’s glimpses 
By Gail Wise 

The Doctor and the Bull 
 
In the southern summer sky is what appears to be a huge coffin.  This is Ophiuchus, the god of medicine, who stands 
with the huge snake Serpens coiled around his waist  (he mustn’t be a very good doctor if he is represented by a cof-
fin).  The serpent and the serpent-holder are very large; this is one of those constellations that is difficult to find be-
cause it takes up such a large area.  Think of the Great Square of Pegasus – this one is bigger so it takes concentration 
to trace out the entire shape.   
 
The most impressive feature of the summer sky is the chain of Milky Way star clouds.  In the southern part of Ophiu-
chus are some of the richest areas of the Milky Way, only a few degrees from the position of the actual galactic centre.  
These incredibly rich star fields are streaked by dark winding lanes. Here we are looking through the dust-streaked 
spiral arms toward the nucleus of our galaxy.  This gigantic dark lane is called the “Great Rift” and it is the same huge 
dust lane that we see in edge-on galaxies.  30,000 light-years beyond the Great Rift is the center of our galaxy.  This is 
when you are glad you asked Santa for those huge binoculars. 
 
This constellation is loaded with beautiful globular clusters.  There are more than twenty, seven of which are Messier 
objects.  The brightest one is M10, at magnitude 6.6, which is very bright, and it measures 15.1 arc minutes in diame-
ter – more than half the size of the full moon.  It is very easy to find in your binoculars in a dark sky.  Just about 3 de-
grees to the northwest of M10 is M12, which is a little bit smaller at 14.5 arc minutes, and a wee bit fainter at magni-
tude 6.8.  Most people will say that M13 in Hercules is the best globular cluster in the sky, but if you are like me you 
are 5 foot 2 and you like cats.  Oops, what I meant to say is that if you are like me you will see that these two are just 
as impressive as M13, they just take a little more effort to find. 
 
There is a little asterism, actually an obsolete constellation, called Poniatowski’s Bull, which is similar to the Hyades in 
Taurus.  It is very near the brightest star in Ophiuchus, so it is easy to locate.  The little Polish bull’s history began in 
the year 1777 when Abbé Poczobut of Wilma, a Polish astronomer, asked the French Academy to honour King Stanis-
laus Poiniatowski, the last Polish king, with a constellation.  (How’s that for a long sentence?)  By the end of the 19th 
century the little bull’s stars were returned to Ophiuchus, but are still available to those good binoculars. 
 
Even though we don’t have many hours of darkness in the summer, there is quite a lot to observe in Ophiuchus, espe-
cially if you like globular clusters. 
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Classical Glass 
 

The Meade 826 Newtonian 
Mike Karakas  

 
 
But first a little history… 

I bought my first telescope when I was a wee lad of just 15 years old.  It was a 6” F8 Criterion RV6 Newtonian reflector 
(another classic telescope for another article).   That telescope opened up the universe to me and I regret selling it to 
my cousin when I was 18 because other things in my life took priority over astronomy.  Seemed so wasteful for a 
good scope to sit unused (how silly of me!), plus my parents only had so much space to store it.   To this day, I have 
no idea what happened to my first scope.   It’s probably full of cobwebs in an old storage shed somewhere…    

After I “matured” and wanted to get back into astronomy in the early 1990’s, I started doing research again to decide 
which scope design would be appropriate for me.   It quickly became apparent that there is no better “bang for the 
buck” telescope out there than the humble Newtonian reflector.   I simply could not ignore that fact.  So, it would 
seem that my second serious telescope would be much the same as my first. 

With the scope design settled, it was just a matter of selecting the right size scope for my needs.   At first I had my eye 
set on a 8” F6 Meade had at the time, but just by chance, the telescope dealer I contacted had a older Meade 8” F6 
for sale.  It came with a heavy equatorial mount and he said that if I saw this one, I would not want the new version.  
He didn’t even tell me what model it was, but I took him at his word and ordered it.   

The scope turned out to be a Meade 826 deluxe, manufactured in the early 1980’s.  I knew nothing about the quality 
of Newtonians of that era, but the astronomy gods were kind on me.   

The 1960’s, 70’s and 80’s were the “heydays” of equatorially mounted Newtonian telescopes – astronomy magazines 
were chalked full of for sale ads for these scopes.  They were true workhorses of amateur astronomers and per-
formed just as well for deep sky observing as they did for detailed planetary study. 

Back in the day, the best of the best of Newtonian manufacturer’s was The Cave Optical Company, run by the optician 
Thomas Cave.  The optical claims of Cave Newtonians where astonishing – breaking all the barriers of what a tele-
scope is capable off while not breaking your bank account.   There are reports by well-respected amateur astrono-
mers that magnifications of 1500x were witnessed when seeing conditions permitted.   To attain that level of optical 
excellence is exceptional.   Pride of workmanship was evident at Cave as opticians actually signed their names on the 
back of their mirrors. 

After Cave Optical closed it’s doors in 1980, their opticians went elsewhere for employment and several found a new 
home at Meade.  And these folks really knew how to make mirrors. 

Meade began production of its flagship “Research Grade” Newtonians in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s and started 
to make their mirrors in-house.   Along with this line of telescopes, they also introduced Models 628 (6” F8) and 826 
(8” F6) as well.   There optics were of the same quality as their research grade counterparts (1/10th wave optics), with 
the only difference being the heft of their equatorial mounts.   
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The classic long focus Newtonian reflector on its original beefy equatorial mount is an impressive instrument and just 
garners respect from onlookers.  They are just plain beautiful and you just know that looking through it was going to 
be a special experience.  Makes you want to wear a lab coat before stepping up to the eyepiece! 
 
With all the wonderful telescope designs produced to date, I still consider them to be the most attractive telescope 
designs ever made.   
 
From a performance perspective, one unique benefit of the Newtonian telescope design is the many ways it can be 
optimized to suit your interests  - such as astrophotography or visual work.    In my case being an avid planetary ob-
server, I made certain modifications to get the best possible contrast at the eyepiece.    These enhancements included 
installing a low profile helical focuser (to reduce the size of the secondary mirror, thereby enhancing planetary con-
trast), lining the tube with black felt paper and installing a fan to help mirror cooldown. 
 
 

Here’s a fine example of a 826 model that was re-
cently listed for sale in Ontario.  Its pristine condition 
represents what they would have looked like on the 
showroom floor 30 years ago. 

The original magazine ad for the Meade line of equatorial 
Newtonian reflectors.  The model at the lower left is the 
closest model representative of the 826.   Notice the heft of 
the Research Grade mounts compared to the others.  
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Left photo:  Because my OTA needed a paint job, I decided to 
change it up by painting it black instead of the original white col-
our.  Pretty ain’t it! 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Above photo:  A low profile helical focuser was installed to reduce 
the size of the secondary mirror, which is shown being supported 
on a three vane spider assembly. 

 

One of its shortcomings is the old equatorial mount pier.  It was just too wobbly for a telescope with such a long tube, 
so rods with turnbuckles were added to increase stiffness, which proved be a very effective solution.  Notice the 
threaded rods at each pier leg to help level the mount, and the holes acting as exhaust ports on the bottom side of the 
tube.  On the opposite side of those holes is a computer fan to blow air across the primary mirror to help with mirror 
cool down. 

Optically, while I can’t claim to have witnessed 1500x magnification, I did manage over 500x on Saturn on several occa-
sions.  The Cassini division seemed wide enough to drive a truck threw it and the Encke Division came in and out of vi-
sion as the seeing permitted.  To actually see the planet’s globe through the Cassini division ranks as one of my most 
memorial observing experiences.    still haven’t seen Saturn that well since in years of observing.    

So needless to say, I am happy that this classic telescope somehow found it’s way to me.  It has proven to be up to the 
optical standards of Meade’s Research Grade optics as originally claimed.    

Hopefully, I’ll get the opportunity to observe with it more often than I have recently.  But if not, I’m perfectly content 
to brush the occasional cobweb off of it.  
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Due to my overabundance of the procrastination hormone mixed in with a healthy (unhealthy?) dose of the forgetful gene 
an email from our fearless editor just reminded me that this article was due yesterday. I was planning on writing about histo-
grams and the importance of stretching data in astrophotography but to do it justice I’d need more time, so instead I’m go-
ing to relay a little story from the other night, and how we take our knowledge of the heavens almost for granted.  
 
While I no longer have my old scope I still have a little Celestron NexStar 4SE that I’ll occasionally pull out to do some observ-
ing. This is a 4” Mak-cassegrain on single arm computerized mount with a field of view around 1 degree with a 25mm eye-
piece. Yesterday evening the thin crescent moon was beckoning to me so I decided to drag out the scope and sit down for 
some visual observing. It wasn’t soon after that I was sitting at the scope when a few neighbours came by.  Back when I had 
my Meade 12” people used to line up to look through it, but since it’s gone and the 4SE is miniscule by comparison it doesn’t 
attract the same amount of attention so I was a little surprised when they stopped by.   As usual the first question was what 
was I looking at.  I told them the moon, but because the sun was still up and the sky still bright there wasn’t much contrast, 
however it’s still nice to see. Two of them reminded me that last fall I showed them Jupiter and how cool it was, the other 
two hadn’t ever looked through a telescope before. I showed them how to focus the scope and where to look through the 
eyepiece. The first guy looked quickly and didn’t say much, it was the reaction and comments of the second guy that stuck in 
my mind.  He was at the eyepiece quite a while, moved the focus in and out, smiled, looked over at me, said wow and then 
back to the eyepiece. He then said “I can see bubbles on the moon” but hesitated when he said bubbles, knowing they were-
n’t bubbles but not sure what they were. I corrected him while saying that they do indeed look a bit like bubbles, and contin-
ued to explain what he was looking at.  
 
Now he wasn’t a little kid, he had to be in his mid twenties… it made me realize that so many people have never looked 
through a telescope, have never seen the moon “up close and personal”, may not even know what those bubbles on the 
moon are called.  Made me realize how so many people have never really been exposed to astronomy, how little they know 
about it… and in turn how important, albeit I missed it, things like Astronomy Day are. 
  
My wife has a friend that goes around to schools dressed up as a Voyager and explains to the kids what life was like back 
then and what the Voyagers did. Years ago I thought about doing the same thing but with an astronomy theme, visiting indi-
vidual classrooms… bring a small scope and let the kids look through it, let them have that first “wow” experience that 
hooked so many of us.  But due to time issues the idea never grew beyond just that, an idea… after that young man looked 
through the scope last night I’m thinking it may be time to invent Astronomer Al and his telescope pal and start visiting those 
classrooms.  If this takes hold we may have plenty of the younger generation joining the club… but wait… do we really want 
those young rapscallions!!!  
 
I now leave this short, but hopefully sweet, story with some images I took of a few things that I love about astronomy.  

 
 
IC405 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        M33 

Digital Journeys 
Kevin Galka  
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University of Manitoba Open House 
Bryan Stach 

 
Have you ever wondered what the U of M has to offer in Astronomy?  Well, that’s why they have an open house - to 
give an opportunity for people to learn more about what U of M has to offer and to learn a little more about the night 
sky.  It’s open to the public on the last Wednesday of every month and starts about 15 minutes before sunset.  The 
dates and times are posted on the U of M and RASC webpages.   
 
Professor Danielle Pahud, who instructs Astronomy and Physics, hosts the open house on behalf of the university.  In 
addition, she is also the Director of both their Planetarium and the Observatory at Glenlea, and is responsible for 
maintaining the telescopes in each facility. 
 
The open house consists of two parts. The first part is held in the Planetarium for about one hour and the second part 
involves observing the night sky through the university’s 16 inch Meade SCT telescope on the roof (weather permit-
ting). Professor Pahud starts the first part with some opening remarks.  As a RASC Council Member, I then provide 
information on RASC Winnipeg. Professor Pahud follows with a tour of the features of the night sky that will be seen 
that evening. One of the graduate students completes the first part by detailing what’s new in the world of astron-
omy.  Then depending on the sky conditions, the public is taken to the roof top to view the night sky through the uni-
versity’s telescope. 
 
The open house will not be held for the next few months due to maintenance requirements, but Professor Pahud will 
keep us posted of when the open house restarts. 
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A composite of brighter mete-
ors captured near Kaleida, 
with Milky Way rising by 
Sheila Wiwchar 
 
Canon 70d at 12mm, iso 5000 
30 sec shots (5 shots compos-
ite). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aurora images by Shiela 
Wiwchar.   
 
30secs at iso 3200. 
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Rising Milky Way over Sandi-
lands, by Kevin Black 
 
Nikon D810a and 20mm lens 

Morning Sundogs over the 
receding flood water  
on April 11, 2017. 
 
Morris, Manitoba 
by Gordon Snarr 
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Meteor trail over Sandi-
lands by Kevin Black 
 
Nikon D810a using a 20mm 
lens. 30 seconds exposure. 

Seeing ‘Steve’ by Sheila 
Wiwchar 
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Finding the Observatory 
 

The Winnipeg Centre maintains 
a working observatory and 
warm room at the University of 
Manitoba’s Research Farm. The 
observatory contains a 30 cm 
Meade telescope on a fork 
mounting. Members of the 
Centre may sign out the use of 
this telescope provided they 
have first taken a short instruc-
tion course on its use.  
 
The Meade provides out-
standing views of the night sky. 
Its large aperture collects more 
than 1800 times as much light 
as the human eye. It is capable 
of magnifying more than 500 
times under favourable condi-
tions.  
 
The warm room provides a con-
venient place for members to 
take refuge from winter tem-
peratures and summer mosqui-
toes, or to wait out a passing 
cloud. The building also pro-
vides desk space and lighting 
for planning a night’s observing 
session. A cement pad in front 
of the warm room and observa-
tory provides a convenient 

space to place members’ telescopes while conducting personal observing programs.  
 
Etiquette requires that you approach the observing site with your headlights off if that’s possible on your model 
of car. Headlights should remain off, but you can still use your parking lights to drive. Proceed slowly, and be 
careful about parked cars along the road, or people walk-
ing. If you cannot turn off your headlights, make a card-
board or garbage bag mask to dim the lights. You might 
wish to turn around at the end of the road so that you are 
facing the direction back toward the highway at the end 
of the evening.  
 
Remember to close the gate if you are the last one to 
leave. 
 
Please contact Bryan Stach for observatory bookings. 


