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Winnicentrics 
The Newsletter of the Winnipeg Centre of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada  

Highlight of Upcoming Events  
 
 
October: 
 
October 8th 
New Moon 
 
October 10 
S. Taurid Meteor Shower 
(ZHR: 5) 
 
October 12 
RASC Meeting 
 
October 13 
Public Observing at Glenlea 
(weather permitting) 
Possible Zodiacal Light observ-
able 
 
October 16h 
First Quarter Moon 
 
October 20/21 
Orionid Meteor Shower 
(ZHR: 15) 
 
October 24 
Full Moon  &  
Uranus at Opposition 
 
October 31 
Last Quarter Moon 
 
 
 
 

  DedJulySeptSeptSeptember / October 2018 

 
 
 
 

7:00 pm: Beginner’s Session:  TBD 
  
7:30 pm: Regular session: 
          Announcements 
          What’s Up? – upcoming events in the sky 
          What’s New? – new discoveries in astronomy 
 
8:30 pm: Break for coffee and refreshments (donations gratefully accepted) 
 
9:00 pm: Feature Presentation: TBD 
 
 
 

Regular meetings of the Winnipeg Centre are held in the Robert B. Schultz lecture thea-
tre in St. John’s College at the University of Manitoba. The theatre is on the lower 
(basement) floor of the College. Meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each 
month from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. After the meetings, members who wish to do so usually 
retire for pizza and more conversation about astronomical subjects. The June meeting is 
not held at St. John’s College but is instead a barbeque at either a member’s house or at 
Glenlea. 
 
Meeting dates and meeting places may be adjusted during exam times and during 
Bomber home games or stadium events. 

Welcome to the September/October Edition of Winnicentrics 
 
In this issue: 
 
NCC Dark Sky Preserve Update and Explore the Universe Objects for October, 
by Dennis Lyons 
 
Looking Up this Month, by Abdul Al Manni 
 
Spruce Wood Public Observing Report, by Judy Anderson 
 
Spruce Woods Star Party Report, by Mike Karakas 
 
Winnipeg Centre Loaner Scopes - Part 2, by Stan Runge 
 
Gail Wise explores the constellation of Vulpecula - The Little Fox of Autumn 
 
Ralph Croning shares his inspiration behind his new book “Meteorite Hunting 
and Collecting - The Enthusiast's Guide” 
 
Member’s Image Gallery 

October’s Meeting Schedule 
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Jay Anderson 
 
Councillors: 
Kevin Galka 
Ralph Croning 
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Dennis Lyons 
 
SWSP Organizer: 
Silvia Graca 
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Kevin McGregor 
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mkarakas@mts.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winnicentrics is published 
by the Winnipeg Centre, 
RASC. Winnicentrics is pro-
duced by and for the mem-
bers of the Winnipeg Cen-
tre. Any opinions expressed 
are those of the author. If 
you have comments, ques-
tions, or concerns about 
Winnicentrics, you can con-
tact any of the councilors 
above, or write to: 
 

RASC, Winnipeg Centre, 
Box 2694,  

Winnipeg, MB, R3C 4B3. 
 

The Dark Sky Preserve with the Nature Conservancy of Canada is progressing but 
unfortunately, we are not getting clear skies to hold our public event.  However, 
once we have this done the team will be applying for recognition.  It is our hope to 
hold an event in the second half of October.   
 
Another site that the team have begun work on is Oak Hammock Marsh Interpre-
tive Centre.  It is a beautiful site with pretty good skies given its proximity to Winni-
peg.  They have had an astronomy program for many years now and the Winnipeg 
Centre has helped where they can. This project is at the beginning of the process 
but I am hopeful we could get recognition by next year. 
 
Cheers, 
Dennis 
 

NCC Dark Sky Preserve Update 
By Dennis Lyons 

Explore the Universe 
Things to do for October! 

 
Please copy/paste this link https://rasc.ca/sites/default/files/
ExploreTheUniverse6_0.pdf  to get a copy of the checklist.   Please note that this is a 
new format with the same targets as before! 
 
August’s Challenge Objects: 
 
Constellation and Bright Star: 
Cassiopeia,  and the Queen Bright Star “Schedar” 
  
Moon: 
Waning Crescent, Mare Fecunditatis, and the impact crater “Petavius” 
 
Solar System: 
Artificial Satellites 
 
Deep Sky Objects: 
M31 Andromeda Galaxy, the Double Cluster NGC 869/884 
 
Double and Multiple Stars: 
16 Cygni in Cygnus 
 
Optional: 
Comets 
 
Every issue I will list some items off the checklist for you to try using your observing 
skills.  If you have questions, please contact me at dennis.lyons.3@gmail.com  
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Looking Up This Month 
Abdul Al Manni 

Close approach of the Moon and Jupiter 
THU, 11 OCT 2018 AT 18:28 CDT  
 
The Moon and Jupiter will make a close approach, passing within 3°56' of each other. The Moon will be 2 days old. 
The pair will be difficult to observe as they will appear no higher than 8° above the horizon. They will become visible at 
around 19:05 (CDT) as the dusk sky fades, 8° above your south-western horizon. They will then sink towards the hori-
zon, setting 1 hour and 23 minutes after the Sun at 20:07.  
 
The Moon will be at mag -10.1, and Jupiter at mag -1.8, both in the constellation Libra. The pair will be too widely sepa-
rated to fit within the field of view of a telescope, but will be visible to the naked eye or through a pair of binoculars.  
  
The positions of the two objects at the moment of closest approach will be as follows:  
 

 
 
Close approach of the Moon and Saturn 
SUN, 14 OCT 2018 AT 21:58 CDT  
 
The Moon and Saturn will make a close approach, passing within 1°47' of each other. The Moon will be 6 days old. 
The pair will be difficult to observe as they will appear no higher than 16° above the horizon. They will become visible 
at around 18:59 (CDT) as the dusk sky fades, 16° above your southern horizon. They will then sink towards the horizon, 
setting 3 hours and 36 minutes after the Sun at 22:14.  
 
The Moon will be at mag -11.4, and Saturn at mag 0.3, both in the constellation Sagittarius. The pair will be too widely 
separated to fit within the field of view of a telescope, but will be visible to the naked eye or through a pair of binocu-
lars.  
 
The positions of the two objects at the moment of closest approach will be as follows:  

 
 
 
 
 

Object Right Ascension Declination Constellation Magnitude Angular Size 

The Moon 15h31m30s -14°15' Libra -10.1 30'59"0 

Jupiter 15h27m00s -18°02' Libra -1.8 31"3 

Object Right Ascension Declination Constellation Magnitude Angular Size 

The Moon 18h15m30s -20°59' Sagittarius -11.4 29'52"9 

Saturn 18h15m00s -22°46' Sagittarius 0.3 16"0 
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Close approach of the Moon and Mars 
THU, 18 OCT 2018 AT 07:14 CDT  
 
The Moon and Mars will make a close approach, passing within 1°54' of each other. The Moon will be 9 days old. 
The pair will be visible in the evening sky, becoming accessible at around 18:50 (CDT) as the dusk sky fades, 15° above 
your south-eastern horizon. They will then reach its highest point in the sky at 20:46, 20° above your southern horizon. 
They will continue to be observable until around 00:08, when they sink to 8° above your south-western horizon.  
 
The pair will be too widely separated to fit within the field of view of a telescope, but will be visible to the naked eye or 
through a pair of binoculars.  
 
The positions of the two objects at the moment of closest approach will be as follows:  

 
 
Orionid Meteor Shower 
SUN, 21 OCT 2018 
 
The Orionid meteor shower will reach its maximum rate of activity on 21 October. Some shooting stars associated with 
the shower are expected to be visible each night from 16 October to 30 October.  
 
By determining the speed and direction at which the meteors impact the Earth, it is possible to work out the path of 
the stream through the Solar System and identify the body responsible for creating it. The parent body responsible for 
creating the Orionid shower is Halley's comet.  
 
Observing prospects 
The maximum rate of meteors expected to be visible is around 25 per hour (ZHR). However, this assumes a perfectly 
dark sky and that the radiant of the meteor shower is directly overhead. In practice, the number of meteors you are 
likely to see is lower than this, and can be calculated from the ZHR formula.  

The radiant of the shower will appear 11° above your eastern horizon at midnight.  This means you are likely to see 
only around 4 meteors per hour, since the radiant will be low in the sky, reducing the chance of seeing meteors. The 
Moon will be 12 days old at the time of peak activity, and being so close to Full Moon will severely limit the observa-
tions that will be possible.  
 
To see the most meteors, the best place to look is not directly at the radiant itself, but at any dark patch of sky which is 
around 30–40° away from it. It is at a distance of around this distance from the radiant that meteors will show reasona-
bly long trails without being too spread out.  
 
Uranus at Opposition 
TUE, 23 OCT 2018 AT 19:33 CDT  
 
Uranus will be well placed for observation, in the constellation Aries. It will be visible for much of the night, reaching its 
highest point in the sky at around midnight local time.   Uranus will lie at a distance of 18.88 AU, and its disk will meas-
ure 3.7 arcsec in diameter, shining at magnitude 5.7.   Use a telescope to see it’s colour. 
 
It will be visible between 20:32 and 05:54. It will become accessible at around 20:32, when it rises 20° above your east-
ern horizon, and then reach its highest point in the sky at 01:15, 51° above your southern horizon. It will become inac-
cessible at around 05:54 when it sinks to 21° above your western horizon.  
 

Object Right Ascension Declination Constellation Magnitude Angular Size 
The Moon 21h06m20s -17°40' Capricornus -12.1 29'34"1 
Mars 21h07m50s -19°32' Capricornus -0.9 13"4 
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Spruce Woods Public Observing Event 
August 18th, 2018 

Judy Anderson 

It was hot and the air was smoky, as we headed west along #2 highway to Spruce Woods for the public astronomy 
event day.  
 
For those that don’t know, this is an annual outreach event and is contributed generously by RASC volunteers to whet 
the appetite of members of the public in the dark-sky setting of this provincial park.  The event is coordinated for the 
park in exchange for use of the overflow site that hosts our annual Spruce Woods Star Party (SSSP) around new moon 
in September.  I hadn’t been to this public event before, and found it was beautifully organized by Silvia Graca – for the 
tenth year in a row, with help from long-term volunteers (Stan Runge, Mike Karakas, Brian Stach, Gerry Smerchanski, 
Ron Berard) and some newer ones (Jascha) including a few from the Brandon area.  They all deserve a big “Thank 
you!”, especially Silvia, who deserves a medal for dedication! 
 
After Jay’s regular stop at Ma’s in Elm Creek for ice-cream, we looked forward to a weekend showing people the Sun 
and later the moon, planets, and night-sky objects. A  whole bunch of us set up at the group-use site with tents, trail-
ers, and sleeping bags before starting up the cooking gear.  Volunteers from every vehicle set up a telescope the first 
afternoon.  
 
Many gazed on and off at the Sun, which sported a single, 
minute spot along a curled facula on the disk, and on the 
opposite limb, a nice prominence.  So, we knew there’d 
be something for the visitors to see on Saturday after-
noon.  
 
It was good to enjoy mingled conversations, as people 
sauntered among campsites and picnic tables, shared a 
drink or snacks or a meal, and then gathered to talk for 
the evening. Too bad the sky was so hazy that all but the 
brightest stars were obscured. The weekend before was 
the peak of the Perseid meteor shower, and there were a 
few more meteoric streaks across the sky, mostly con-
fined to the zenith.  
 
After various walks and conversations amongst the group 
the next morning, solar-viewing equipment was loaded 
into vehicles and we drove over to the park office.  

It was still very hot, which dampened shirts but not       
enthusiasm, as we found cold water or ice-cream (a 
theme here, methinks).  Still, everyone welcomed the 
shift to a grassy spot nearby, to continue showing people of all ages whatever was visible and distribute some bro-
chures about the RASC and its activities.   

The park folks estimated, along with Silvia and Gerry, that about 80 people had visited and some stayed for long con-
versations about telescopes, the sun, the moon, RASC, and science.  It was a great mixture of topics on a lovely summer 
afternoon.    

But, the advertised main feature was still to come: the “Great Gerry Smerchanski” it said on the posterboard – so there 
were high expectations! 

The sun on August 19th, showing the features seen the day before at our 
event.   
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After a potluck, group dinner which was wonderful (charcoal-grilled burgers and sausages, salads, desserts, corn on the 
cob), the cleanup was truly a teamwork event, and the table was reset for the park rangers, who joined in for the meal 
and discussions about the park and public functions.  Then we were off once more for the park office, and were met by 
early-bird families gathering in the amphitheater in the cooling evening as the red-orange of the quarter moon was 
setting in the tree tops.  
 
First up was Silvia, who spoke about different constellations depicted around the world, typically animals and human. 
Many asterisms are considered to guide cultural practices or depict legends of indigenous people, now and also histori-
cally.  The crowd was entranced by Silvia’s telling of legends of the Wolf and Ursa Major and other constellation; as the 
sky darkened, we collectively wished there were more than a few bright stars at the zenith to enhance the legends. 
Nonetheless, the stories were a perfect lead-in for Gerry’s upcoming binocular tour of the sky – except that clouds 
started to obscure what the smoke had left visible! 

 

Solar observing Saturday afternoon 
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Gerry’s turn, then.  He first presented a clear message about the detrimental impact of ever-increasing levels of light 
pollution on the health and activities of plants and animals, including us.  The talk was informative and at an excellent 
level for the general public – as a result the crowd persisted even though it was becoming ever-more obvious that 
there was not going to be much opportunity to view anything through telescopes or binoculars that evening.  Earlier, 
one telescope was set up, very optimistically; now, it had darkness falling on the new glass without any viewers. 

 
 
 

Gerry’s pièce de resistance was a presentation on the solar system.   
Now, even I am quite familiar with the planets and ideas of relative dis-
tance from the sun, rotation and revolution, so I’m not sure what I ex-
pected to learn, myself.  But I was delighted to see how beautifully the 
audience, children and parents and grandparents alike, so much enjoyed, 
and were invigorated to learn and tell one another, about the planets.  
The ‘hook’ that accompanied the slide presentation, was Gerry’s ap-
proach to the audience: he “gave” the Sun (a painted beach ball) to one 
volunteer and talked a little about it.  Then he gave Mercury (a small 
sphere or ball bearing) to a younger person, a slightly larger bead of 
Mars went to an even younger person, Earth to another, larger balls for 
Jupiter and Saturn, small ball bearings for the asteroid belt, etc. The 
“asteroid belt” was three children who literally bubbled with glee!  In 
fact, Gerry talked to the audience, getting answers to questions, and 
then talked to each planet and the Sun to keep them in the conversation.  
Toward the end, Gerry adjusted the positions the “Sun” and “planets” by 
having them walk to approximate relative distances, so the size of their 
object (ball, bead, bearing, grains of sand) as seen by the audience, was 
somewhat roughly to scale with the solar system – well, within confines 
of a very dark amphitheater and liberated by imaginations (i.e., not con-
fined at all!).  The final slides showed the solar system to different scales, 
centered first on the amphitheater, then Spruce Woods Park itself, Mani-
toba on Google maps, from space, etc.  All through this exercise, our 
hardy solar system volunteers stayed in position, listening intently to 
Gerry.  I could feel the children learning about relative distance and size, 
and even perspective!  When Gerry collected the bead and balls and 
such back from the group, it was so touching to hear a child apologize for 
having “lost Mars”.  There was a long and very friendly round of applause 
for Gerry, and the Park Warden congratulated Silvia and Gerry and the 
RASC volunteers for putting on a wonderful event.  
 
It WAS wonderful, and so was the company of friends, and talking to 
youngsters and families about the Sun and science, and favourite sub-
jects in school.  And we saw a hawk moth enjoying the nectar of petu-
nias, a big turtle, a dry forest, a very shallow river, corn growing tall, and 
combining in full swing along the way.  I wrote this as I wanted RASC to 
know how much I enjoyed being part of the event, and appreciated eve-
ryone’s contributions, especially Gerry and Silvia, despite the smoke and 
heat.   
 
A good time was had by all!  
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Another SWSP has come and gone...much too fast! 
 
A total of 55 RASC members from across the province came together for another great time at Spruce Woods.  It was 
particularly nice to see so many new members in attendance. 
 
Warm autumn temperatures during the day provided ideal conditions for our scope tour and solar observing.   After-
wards, many attendees enjoyed a hike through the picturesque countryside, birdwatched or biked the trails.  The au-
tumn colours were already well established and added that much more to the stunning vistas throughout the park.  
 
Our night observing had more random clouds than we would have liked, but it still cleared up enough for everyone to 
get a few hours to observe.  The highlight of the night was  observing and imaging comet  21P/Giacobini - Ziner beside 
nearby open cluster M36.   Gorgeous! 
 
Gerry’s famed binocular tour continues to be a “must attend” event at each star party. This year was no exception,  
even with less than ideal conditions.  Kudos to Gerry for never failing at entertaining both veteran and newbie astrono-
mers with observations of interesting binocular objects. 
 
Our guest speakers on Saturday afternoon were excellent with very interesting topics.   Dr. John Rice gave a fascinating 
presentation about his research on the composition of stars using Doppler imaging, and our own Ralph Croning’s pres-
entation was about meteorites and his recently published book entitled “Meteorite Hunting and Collecting, The Enthu-
siast’s Guide”. 
 
Thanks again to Silvia, Gerry, Stan and the rest of the SWSP committee for their hard work in putting on such a lovely 
event. 
 

Mark 
your 

calendars for the next SWSP to be held on the September long 
weekend next year! 
 

Spruce Woods Star Party 
September 6-9th, 2018 

Mike Karakas 

Trevor Bryant prepares his scope  

Jay Anderson captured this image of Comet 21P/Giacobini - Ziner, with 
open clusters M38  (top) and M36 in the same field.   
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Stan Runge discussing his telescope and 
mount at the scope tour. 

A group gathers to enjoy the sunset over the Assiniboine River overlook  
Friday evening. 

Ralph Croning’s presentation on Meteorites. 
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Winnipeg RASC Loaner Scope Program - Part 2 
Stan Runge 

As mentioned in the first part of this two part article, a key benefit of membership in the Winnipeg Centre is the access 
to our Telescope Loaner Program.  This program is available to all members of the Winnipeg Centre in good standing, 
who have been with the club at least 3 months.   
 
It was created to offer newer members the opportunity to try out different telescopes.  It’s a chance to take a tele-
scope for a test drive.  The intent is to help you determine what scope one might like to purchase.  In the first part 
about the program, I described the three “take home” loaner scopes.  
 
In this second article, I will describe the other four Centre scopes which are available for your use, or soon will be.  Spe-
cifically, these are the ones located at the Glenlea Observatory.  One of them will still benefit our newer members, but 
the remaining three are more suitable to the more experienced members of our club.  Different from the scopes I de-
scribed in part one; these scopes are to be used at the Glenlea site.  All four of them are to be “booked” by contacting 
our Observatory Director – Bryan Stach.   
 
Three of them will require you to first take some basic training from Bryan.  The fourth one is located in the warm 
room, and can be used without any training.   
 
The first I will mention is the one located within the large Ash Dome.  This is a 12 inch Meade Schmidt-Cassegrain on a 
fork mount.  This is a serious piece of instrumentation, and will allow you to search for fainter deep sky objects, or even 
image the moon and the planets.  The scope has a number of eyepieces available upstairs in the dome.   
 
One of the exciting major upgrades our Observatory Director Bryan Stach has been working on is an easier way to con-
trol the dome.  The clumsy control switches have been replaced with an easier push button system.   Cabling running to 
the warm room downstairs allows the control of this telescope from the computers located there.  You will even be 
able to run your camera.  Bryan will be presenting these changes at one of our upcoming meetings.   
 
Because of the combined use of the dome, and the complexity of the scope software, this unit required members to 
take a training course before you are certified to use the scope.   Once Bryan has trained you, you will be able to book 
it for your enjoyment. 
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The second readily available scope is a 6” Dobsonian.   
 
This scope can be easily taken down to the concrete pad and set up 
for a night of observing.  It is light weight and ideal for beginners. 
 
So if you find yourself out at Glenlea without a scope, this one is 
available.  It also comes with a zero finder scope and a pair of eye-
pieces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The third scope is one of the lesser 
used scopes because it is large, and 
challenging to move. The scope is a 
14 inch F/5 Dobsonian.  It resides in 
the store room below the dome.  
 
The scope is currently mounted on a 
set of four wheels which allows it to 
be rolled out to the concrete pad. 
 
At the July Barbeque meeting at 
Glenlea, Bryan and I rolled out this 
behemoth and in doing so; remind-
ing me of its challenges for use.  Al-
though it is an excellently crafted 
and very capable instrument, it is 
hard to use.   
 
For this larger scope, members are 
expected to provide their own eye-
pieces. 
 

The Council has discussed the challenges of using this scope, and are currently working on a more convenient approach 
to ensure this instrument gets more usage.  We are proposing a more permanent mounting of this scope on our con-
crete pad, and having it covered over with a small roll-off shed.  The intent being that the shed covers the scope on the 
pad and rolls off on tracks to the side.  This will allow for full use of the scope, and then the shed would be rolled back 
at the end of the night.   More details to follow soon. 
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The fourth scope happens to be the result of a very gener-
ous donation to the club.  It is a Celestron  8 inch Schmidt-
Cassegrain on a fork mount.   
 
It is similar to the scopes used by the University of Mani-
toba for their astronomy courses.  They mount their scopes 
on one of the two pier-mounted wedges at Glenlea.   
 
The intent is for the scope to be stored in the warm room, 
and moved to the pad for a night of observing.  
 
When the details are completed on the use of this scope, 
Bryan will make an announcement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So to summarize the situation, there will be seven scopes available for use by the membership.  They range from be-
ginner types to larger amateur observatory instruments, plus a solar scope.   
 
If you need one of the take-home loaners follow the instructions below.  If you want use of the observatory scopes, 
contact Bryan. 
  
Telescope Lender Program Basics: 
 
There are two ways to book the telescopes.  The first is to go onto the Winnipeg Centre Webpage and Login.  Then go 
under the heading Member’s Services, and select the option Telescope Loaning Program, and put in a request.  An 
email will be sent directly to me.  I will then advise you about an available telescope.   The second way is when a scope 
becomes available at the meetings; an announcement will be made, and you can approach me.  In both cases, a Tele-
scope Lending Agreement form  needs to be signed. 
 
The scopes are intended to be borrowed for a period of a month.  However, when there is less demand such as in the 
cloudy winter months, we often extend the period of the loan. 
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gail’s glimpses 
Gail Wise 

The Little Fox of Autumn 
 
Just north of Sagitta the Arrow and Delphinus the Dolphin, both of which 
very few people ever look at, we find Vulpecula the Little Fox.   
 
Although this is a very small constellation, it is a very interesting one.  It 
was invented in the year 1690, so it is fairly modern as constellations go.  
In fact, it was only made up to fill up an empty part of the sky.  
 
When the Summer Triangle is high in the sky you can discover the Fox by 
looking about halfway between Vega and Altair.  But use binoculars, be-
cause his brightest star is only 4th magnitude and you can see it naked eye 
only from a very dark location.   
 

Vulpecula has the finest example of a planetary nebula for small telescopes:  
M27, the Dumbbell Nebula.  I am going to resist the very obvious tempta-
tion to associate this with any of our members; I shall only tell you that it 
has this nickname because of its shape.  You can see M27 as a faint fuzzy 
object with binoculars and in a telescope it is a really great sight.  This is the 
first planetary nebula that was ever discovered, and it was by our friend 
Charles Messier, on July 9, 1764 – which happens to be my birthday (not 
the year!). 
 
M27 is without doubt the most impressive object of its kind in the sky.  Its 
most luminous region covers almost 6 arc minutes with a faint halo that 
extends to more than 15 arc minutes, which is half the size of the full moon.  
You can easily find it with binoculars or a small telescope.  I just use the 
stars of Cygnus and imagine completing the rectangle, and there it is.  This 
is one of the most observed deep-sky objects, and it should be, it’s great.  
 
There is a cute little cluster of stars called the “Coathanger Cluster”.  It is 
really an asterism, not a true cluster – just a chance alignment of stars that 
are at different distances.  It was discovered and described by the Persian 
astronomer Al Sufi in the year 964, but I doubt they had coathangers in 
those days, so I don’t know what he called it then.  It has about 40 stars in a 
1 degree field, which is twice the size of the full moon.  The Coathanger in-
side of it is 10 stars ranging from 5th to 7th magnitude – a straight line of 6 
stars with a hook of 4 stars on the south side.  This can be seen naked eye 
as an unresolved patch of light, but you will need binoculars to see the 
coathanger shape.  You can find it very easily by slowly sweeping along an 
imaginary line from Altair to Vega, and about 1/3 of the way down you will 
the Coathanger against a darker region of the Milky Way.  
 
Since the plane of the Milky Way passes through our little fox if you scan with binoculars you 
will see oodles of beautiful star fields and open clusters.  So take out your binoculars and see 
what you can discover. 
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Meteorite Hunting and Collecting - The Enthusiast's Guide 
A Book Project; from Concept to Reality. 

Ralph Croning 

 
In 2013 I wrote and published a book on Digital Infrared Photography; my other passion.  It was well received 
and sold quite well as it contained a section that taught the reader how to make and process IR images.    
 
Sharing my knowledge of that hobby of mine, in the form of a book, seemed the best way to do it as not 
many people were into that form of imaging and those who were interested had lots of questions for me. 

My interest in meteorites began in the summer of 
2002 when I was fishing on the banks of the Red 
River, at Lockport, Manitoba.  The "strewn field" I dis-
covered there turned out to be nothing more than 
industrial slag that somehow ended up in the quar-
ried limestone rocks that were used to shore up the 
river banks in that area.  But that is what sparked my 
fascination with space rocks, which eventually devel-
oped into an all-encompassing passion. 
 
I read everything I could get my hands on about 
them, purchased meteorites to start my collection 
and to get familiar with their look and feel, joined 
online forums to get to know others with the same 
interest, and hunted various places in Manitoba in 
the hope of finding my first meteorite. 
 
I began keeping notes which eventually evolved into 
articles I wrote for METEORITE magazine and 
Winnicentrics.  My enthusiasm and love of meteor-
ites did not go unnoticed and people began asking 
me questions, the most common of which was "how 
do you recognize a meteorite?"  That is not an easy 
question to answer as it involves a person having a 
fair bit of knowledge of meteorites and what they 
look and feel like - their physical characteristics either 
from fresh, witnessed falls or old ones that were dis-
covered by accident.  Identifying a meteorite in the 
field involves more than just one specific characteris-
tic that screams "I am a meteorite." 



15 

Winnicentrics—the newsletter of the Winnipeg Centre of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada 

Soon after that an idea began to form in my mind - why not write a book on meteorites which would include 
the different types, how to identify them, search tips and tricks, tools required, as well as how to care for and 
display them.  From my searches there wasn't a book out there that touched on all aspects of the subject 
that I wanted to include in a "one stop shopping" volume, so to speak.  It did not have to contain everything 
there is to know about meteorites, but to arm the reader with enough knowledge to get started on their own 
quest to find their very first rock from space.  It would be the best way for me to share what knowledge I had 
collected, in dribs and drabs, over the years so others did not have to.  All of the questions I have been asked 
could all be answered in this one book.  Even if the reader was an armchair enthusiast, it would serve to sat-
isfy their curiosity of these wonderful gifts of nature. 
 
The book was slow work not because the material was not available for it, but because of my involvement in 
other hobbies and the time that life's everyday commitments demanded of me. 
 
Fast forward to July 2, 2018 when I received a message from Silvia Graca inviting me to make a presentation, 
as one of the guest speakers, at SWSP 2018.  I accepted and naturally asked if it should be on meteorite hunt-
ing and collecting.  She heartily agreed.  At that point I decided to put the plans to publish my book in mo-
tion.  I had just two months to go from rough compilation to finished product.  On July 9th I met with the 
publisher and he said he needed at least three weeks from the time I gave him the print-ready manuscript to 
delivering the books.  That left me with roughly four weeks to take this concept of mine and make it a reality. 
 
To make a long story short, I spent an average of 5 hours each day at the computer working on the structure 
and content of the book.  I sorted through the piles of information I already had and spent lots of time re-
searching all of it to ensure it was fairly current.  I then went through several sessions of edits till I was bleary-
eyed and fuzzy-brained.  My trusted and beloved editor had told me that she did not have the time to spare 
to help with this project due to her own time constraints and the insane deadline I had imposed on myself. 
Her help on my first book was invaluable, but we had a more realistic time frame in which to do the work.  So 
I was on my own.  I took a week off work to help me meet my deadline, but even that had me working long 
hours on the book and averaging four hours of sleep each night.  
 
When it was ready to send to the publisher, it consisted of 152 pages with four distinct sections.  Section one 
includes information on meteorites - the three main classes and their sub-classes and groups.  Brief descrip-
tions are included for each.  For the most part this section can be skipped by the reader, casual hunter and 
collector, but includes enough details to whet the appetites of those who would like a more in-depth com-
prehension of meteorites and to form a knowledge base upon which they can expand.  Section two goes on 
to the fun stuff including hunting tools and tips and a DIY project on how to build a meteorite magnet cane. 
Section three touches on buying, collecting and caring for meteorites, and section four ends the book with 
meteorite hunting stories that will hopefully inspire the reader to go out and hunt for them. Spread through-
out the book are 20 black and white and 20 colour photos. 
 
In the end, the loss of sleep and pressure to meet the deadline all paid off.  On August 29th, I took possession 
of 400 hundred copies and soon started gifting a few of them to family members.  At SWSP, on September 
9th, I officially launched the book at the banquet.  It was very well received; beyond anything I could have 
imagined.  Since then, sales have been steady with some copies being mailed to several cities in Canada, the 
USA, as well as England, France and Germany.  Putting the book up for sale on Amazon is next on the agenda. 
If sales from this venture live up to expectations, then a second print run is certainly a given. 



16 

Winnicentrics—the newsletter of the Winnipeg Centre of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada 

 
 
 
 
 

Next Open House: 
 
 

October 31st – 7:00 pm – University College, Room 
240  

 

On a personal note, I have always been an avid writer since my school days.  Authoring a book has been a 
lifelong dream.  Having realised that twice is what I consider to be my most successful lifetime achievements. 
I have three hobbies, the first two being photography and astronomy (specifically meteorites).  My third 
hobby, being a self-professed "foodie," is cooking.  Book #3 is in its concept phase.  It may not be for every-
one but will be sure to spice up the lives of its readers. 
 
I extend my sincerest thanks to all who have shown support by purchasing copies of my book.  It is my fer-
vent hope that it gives the reader what he or she is looking for in a book of this genre.  It was a labour of love 
and the best way for me to be able to share my knowledge and passion for meteorites.   If some of that has 
been passed on to others, it has served its purpose.  
 
Ralph A. Croning  
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Luna 
 
Shot the moon rising from 
Glenlea July 29 2018 with 
300mm lens 
 
By Dave Moug 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comet 21P 
Composite of 15x60 sec expo-
sures taken with a modified 
Canon 5DMkII and a 135 mm 
lens at f/2.2 
 
By Jay Anderson  
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M11, The Wild Duck Cluster 
 
Single 4 minute shot with a 
canon 60da DSLR, mak-
newtonian telescope 
 
By Kevin Black 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M17, Omega Nebula 
 
Date: August 8, 2018 
Details: 36 x 3 minute sub-
frames 
 
Equipment: Sky-Watcher 
200mm f4 Newtonian, HEQ5 
mount, Atik 460ex CCD OSC, 
Baader Moon&Skyglow filter, 
guided 
 
 
By Kevin Whiteside 
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The Sun in H-Alpha, 
Aug. 26 
 
Equipment: 
Lunt Solar Telescope 
LS50THa , on EQ6 mount, 
ZWO ASI 174MM camera. 
 
Image stacking using 
AutoStakert2, with final proc-
essing in Photoshop. 
 
 
By Mike Karakas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jupiter 
 
Equipment: 
Intes M809 8”Mak-Cassegrain 
on EQ6 mount. 
ZWI 224MC, with 2x barlow   
 
Image stacking using 
AutoStakert2, with final proc-
essing in Photoshop. 
 
 
By Mike Karakas 
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M16, Eagle Nebula 
 
Date: August 14, 2018 
Details: 32 x 3 minute sub-
frames. 
 
Equipment: Sky-Watcher 200mm 
f4 Newtonian, HEQ5 mount, Atik 
460ex CCD OSC, Baader 
Moon&Skyglow filter, guided 
 
 
By Kevin Whiteside 
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Finding the Observatory 
 

The Winnipeg Centre maintains 
a working observatory and 
warm room at the University of 
Manitoba’s Research Farm. The 
observatory contains a 30 cm 
Meade telescope on a fork 
mounting. Members of the 
Centre may sign out the use of 
this telescope provided they 
have first taken a short instruc-
tion course on its use.  
 
The Meade provides out-
standing views of the night sky. 
Its large aperture collects more 
than 1800 times as much light 
as the human eye. It is capable 
of magnifying more than 500 
times under favourable condi-
tions.  
 
The warm room provides a con-
venient place for members to 
take refuge from winter tem-
peratures and summer mosqui-
toes, or to wait out a passing 
cloud. The building also pro-
vides desk space and lighting 
for planning a night’s observing 
session. A cement pad in front 
of the warm room and observa-
tory provides a convenient 

space to place members’ telescopes while conducting personal observing programs.  
 
Etiquette requires that you approach the observing site with your headlights off if that’s possible on your model 
of car. Headlights should remain off, but you can still use your parking lights to drive. Proceed slowly, and be 
careful about parked cars along the road, or people walking. If you cannot turn off your headlights, make a card-
board or garbage bag mask to dim the lights. You might wish to turn around at the end of the road so that you 
are facing the direction back toward the highway at the end of the evening.  
 
Remember to close the gate if you are the last one to leave. 
 
Please contact Bryan Stach for observatory bookings. 
bstach@mymts.net 


